
PROJECT UNDERSTANDING: 
 
The Westside Irrigation District NEPA Level I project is located in Washakie and 
Big Horn Counties, Wyoming, approximately 10 miles north of Worland on 
Wyoming 433, west of the Big Horn Canal. 
 
Specifically, the study will entail the preparation of an EIS compliant with Council 
on Environmental Quality standards and the requirements of 40 CFR Part 1500.  
The product will satisfy the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) per the conclusion of the Wyoming BLM.  Known issues and document 
requirements include: cultural and paleontological resource inventory, mitigation 
clearances; assessments of public access needs; reservations to include in land 
patents; hazardous materials review; water augmentation agreements with the 
Wyoming Game & Fish Department and the Bureau of Reclamation necessary to 
mitigate fisheries and riparian values in the Big Horn River; and development of 
mitigation measures for other wildlife and threatened and endangered species 
management.  Other issues may be identified during the scoping process. 

 
This project has been under consideration for several years with significant 
studies being conducted by both the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the 
Wyoming Water Development Commission.  Study expenditures total 
approximately $450,000 to date.  The project was placed on hold more than 10 
years ago pending resolution of the Federal land transfer issue.  The District has 
since recently received Congressional approval (U.S. Senate Bill S. 610) 
authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to transfer the land and sell the land to 
the District at such time as it has been appraised and the requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process have been completed.  
Specifically, an environmental and cultural study must be completed in order for 
a fair market value to be placed on the land and the sale completed.  
 
The tentative schedule for completion of the draft Environmental Impact 
Statement is July 1, 2005 with the final EIS estimated for completion in 
December, 2005. However, the WWDC and the BLM realize this schedule is 
subject to change and may be impacted by unanticipated data gathering 
requirements and assessment of unforeseen alternatives. 
 
 


